
MFSA Chapter Meeting Minutes 2/09/06 
 
Mingle & Gather 6:30-7:00pm 
 
Opening Prayer & Song 7:00pm 
 
Study Session 7:05-8:10pm  
! Beverly Silas spoke about the United Methodist structure and how Annual 

& General Conference works. 
! UMC is a connectional church and is governed by the Book of Discipline 

and the Book of Resolutions.   
! UMC structure: 

o Local churches make up a district.  The Austin District includes 
churches physically in Austin as well as those in the surrounding 
areas.  (i.e. Grace, FUMC, Tarrytown, University, St. John�s, 
Manchaca, Bethany, Dripping Springs, Lockhart, Luling, Bastrop, 
Buda, etc) 

o Districts make up a conference.  The Austin District is part of the 
Southwest Texas Conference (SWTC).  SWTC includes districts 
such as Austin, Kerrville, Victoria, Corpus Christi, San Angelo and 
San Antonio.   

o Conferences make up a jurisdiction.  The SWTC is part of the 
South Central Jurisdiction.  The SC Jurisdiction includes 
conferences such as SWTC, Texas (Houston area), Central (Ft. 
Worth, Waco, Round Rock), North (Dallas area north), New Mexico 
& NW Texas (All of New Mex., west of San Angelo and Lubbock), 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri (East & west), Kansas 
and Nebraska.   

o There are 5 jurisdictions in the U.S.A..  These jurisdictions include  
South Central, Southeastern, Northeastern, North Central and 
Western. 

o The Central Conference consists of all the International churches.  
(i.e. Great Britain, Niagara, Bolivia, Korea, etc).   This is called a 
Central Conference (rather than jurisdiction) because before 1968 
the U.S. had a �Central Jurisdiction� which included all of the 
African American Methodist churches.  After 1968 the UMC 
abolished the Central Jurisdiction.   

o General Conference for the UMC includes the 7 U.S. jurisdictions 
and the Central Conference (International churches).   

o The Rio Grande Conference includes Hispanic United Methodist 
churches in Texas and New Mexico.   

! Conference Meetings 
o General Conference meets every 4 years to review the Book of 

Discipline and the Book of Resolutions.  This is where the �law� of 
the church is established.   

o General Conference is held for 2 weeks in April every 4 years.  



! Week1 � Committees review the petitions 
! Week2 � Committees submit top petitions to vote  
! It is a challenge to find delegates to General conference 

because it is a big commitment.  Most people do not have 2 
extra weeks of vacation.  The 2 weeks are intense, 
sometimes the committees meet from 8am-midnight every 
day.  Travel is paid for and a small stipend is provided for the 
hotel.  (Stipend covers half of the hotel room, share with a 
roommate). 

! Meals are not paid for at General Conference, therefore 
groups such as UMM or UMW typically sponsor lunch or 
breakfast for the delegates.   

o Next General conference will be held in Ft. Worth in 2008. 
o Jurisdictional Conference is every 4 years in July.  (The same year 

as General conference) 
o Annual Conference is held every year for each conference for 3 

days, typically sometime between mid-May and mid-June.   
! Delegates will receive pre-conference packets which will 

include information on the agenda and issues.  i.e. insurance 
changes for clergy, apportionments, etc.   

o Bishops are elected at Jurisdictional Conference.   
o People are currently working on petitions for changes to the Book 

of Discipline and the Book of Resolutions at 2008 Gen Conf. 
o The committees at General Conference are required to read ALL 

petitions submitted and act on them.  (Either reject it or prepare to 
submit the petition to vote) 

! Delegates 
o A formula which factors in church membership and average 

Sunday attendance determines the number of delegates from each 
church who are allowed to attend and vote at Annual Conference.   

o Delegates to Annual and General conference always have as many 
laity as clergy represented.  The number of clergy representing a 
church is less than or equal to the number of laity delegates.   

o Local churches have nominating committees which nominate 
members to various committees such as trustees, finance, SPR, 
etc.   The nominating committee also nominates delegates to 
Annual Conference. 

o Delegates to conference are �water bearers� in that they bring 
concerns from the church to conference and the bring information 
back from conference to the church.    

o At Annual Conference in 2007 they will vote on General & 
Jurisdictional Conference delegates and alternates.  

o In 2004 there were 6 laity & 6 clergy elected to General conference 
as well as 6 laity & 6 clergy elected to Jurisdictional conference 
plus 3 laity & 3 clergy elected as alternates to Jurisdictional conf.  



(the 1st 3 Laity and clergy elected as Jurisdictional conf delegates 
are also the alternates to General conference) 

o To be considered as a delegate candidate for General and 
Jurisdictional conference, a form will be filled out in ~Feb 2007.  (If 
laity, the pastor of the church must sign the form in 
approval/awareness) 

o A booklet of all the General conference nominees is sent to all 
Annual Conference delegates prior to the conference.  At Annual 
conference all the nominees have 1min to speak about why they 
would like to be a delegate to General Conference.   

o After Gen Conf delegates are elected in June (2007), they will 
begin preparing for the committee they plan to serve on at Gen 
Conf.   

o The head of the 2008 SWTC Gen Conf delegation will be the 1st 
laity elected.  (2004 was the 1st clergy elected). 

! Other Information 
o Don Hand is the SWTC chancellor.   
o Robert Hall is the Austin District Superintendent.   
o Suggestion was made to send a positive toned letter or resolution 

from MFSA to Annual conf requesting inclusiveness.   
o Austin District Meeting is open to any United Methodist member in 

the district. 
! Suggested actions to take: 

o Contact the District office to learn the petition deadline for Annual 
Conference. 

o Ask the District office if we can submit a letter/resolution at the 
District meeting for the District to present at Annual Conference.   

 
Announcements 8:10-8:20pm 
! Beginning next meeting we will have a 6th �tent� at the working groups 

focused on preparing for Annual Conference.  This working group will be 
led by Glen & Tara.   

o Current working groups can continue to work on separate issues, or 
can merge with this group through June. 

o Want to have a streamlined focus on preparation for Annual 
Conference 

o Lib suggested we ask Marjorie of the Central Texas MFSA Chapter 
what they did at their Annual conference last year, as well as at the 
last General Conference. 

! Next Meeting is March 9th at St. John�s with guest speaker Judge Scott 
McCown to discuss issues relating to Funding our Schools. 

! Please advertise for next meeting.   
! June Charter meeting will be held at conference 
! Adam created our website:  www.swtmfsa.org 
! Email announcements to: mail@swtmfsa.org  



! The non-violence group shared some upcoming events, more information 
can be found at www.progressiveaustin.org 

! A death penalty conference will be held March 4th, not sure of the location 
or group sponsoring the conference. 

! There is an Activism and Spirituality workshop at St. Andrew�s 
Presbyterian Church on Saturday, February 25th.  The dinner and awards 
presentation will feature speaker Sarah Weddington presenting �Finding 
the Energy to Lead�.   

 
Breakout Sessions 8:20-8:25pm 
 
 
 
 


